Third Sunday of ADVENT Year B 17th December 2017
Our Mission: We follow the words of our patron, St John Vianney, who said “He is here”. We
recognise Christ is in the Word, the Eucharist, and in us, His people with a special reverence for
Him in the poor and marginalised. We are called to make Christ present through our prayer and
charity. We seek to grow in our spiritual lives and create a community where everyone is
welcome; the young and old, together to experience the loving presence of God. We believe He
is here amongst us and we joyfully go out to make Him present to all.

St John Vianney's, Manly & St Jude's, Gumdale

Dear Friends
As Christmas draws near on this Gaudete Sunday, we
light the rose candle, the symbol of joy, in our Advent
wreath.
As St Paul says in the second reading “Be happy at all
times, pray constantly..…for all things give thanks to God.”
Happiness is a choice. Despite the difficulties that life can
bring, we can still remain deep down inside, happy. The
happiness, scripture refers to, is a spiritual gift. It is the
understanding that despite whatever is going on around
me God (Emmanuel) is always with me. It is the certainty
that whatever happens to me, God never leaves me alone,
He will always provide a friend and even more, He turns
whatever is bad into good. He makes all things right for
those who love Him. It is a friendship which is deeply loyal
and grows stronger every day.
I am required to play my part in order to be happy. Prayer
is the essential ingredient of a truly happy life. Praying
brings about a transformation of mind and heart. It is God’s
gift to me. Prayer is the channel of grace, healing and a
bond of friendship that causes me to experience true
peace, which is the fruit of prayer and the reason for my
happiness.
As we approach Christmas let us at least try to avoid
sadness which comes from too much self focus and self
analysis. No one is perfect and no relationship can provide
this perfection. Sometimes we set ourselves up to be sad
through holding on to expectations that are just not
realistic about ourselves and others.
Happiness is found in the ordinary. It is a contentment to
accept myself and others as they truly are. It is the
awareness of being my true self instead of the false self
stemming from self absorption.
I would like to express my gratitude to the St Vincent de
Paul Society in our two parishes who make the poor happy
through their generous service. This is a very busy time of

the year for them. Their example of happiness through
service to the poor is the true light of Bethlehem.
Forgetting myself and giving my time to Jesus in prayer and
helping out another person will lead me to this joy of
Christmas. To actually believe, that nothing is impossible to
God and my happiness lies in Him alone. All other things
will be given to me in abundance when I place my trust in
Jesus and rest secure in His embrace.
Let us embrace the Lord this week, in prayer and good
works.

God love you

Fr Frank

What’s happening this week ?
*******

Mon

18th

Tues

19th

6pm

Wed

20th

9.10am Rosary - Manly
9.30am Mass - Manly
All welcome to attend Rosary with
morning tea served after Mass.

Thur

21st

6:00pm Mass - Birkdale

Fri

22nd

9:30am Mass - Birkdale

Sat

23rd

Sunday

24th

Mass - Manly

Reconciliation - Manly
5:00pm Mass - Manly
6:15pm Mass - Birkdale
NO 7am Mass - Gumdale
8:00am Mass - Birkdale
NO 9:30am Mass - Manly

Karen Booker, Michael Gibbings, Mary Schmidt, Joyce Starkey, Madge Wiese, Pat Wilson,
Sandra Wilson, Sr Teresa Geraghty, Pat Brennan, Mary Forrester, Krystyna Kelly, Sheila Petersen, Richard Pook,
Violet Phillips, Ash Dean, Maddie Bell, Dennis Patterson, Nigel Burman, Carmen Phairs, Irene Gavrila, Rosa Maria
Santos, John Cronin, Dawn O’Sullivan, Eunice and Geoff Harrison, Leon and Roz Thomas, Maura Poots,
Angela Geraghty.
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK:

For a name to be included in the ‘Prayer for our Sick’ list, the Privacy Act now requires the personal permission
of the nominee or a close relative.
ANNIVERSARIES: Trevor Alexander, Edmond Baker, Katherine Barton, Fay Bishop, Dean Bramley, Kevin Byrne, Joan Copley,

Catherine Dillon, Kathleen Galea, Meg Griffiths, Stephanie Hankins, Jean Kuter, Jennifer Lynas, Olivia Lewis, Eric Morrison,
Gerard Ring, Jean Rosenstengel, Madeline Shenton, Henry Sizeland, Wilma Will, Blanca Wiswell, David Vidler.
RECENTLY DECEASED: Celena McGovern

Pastor: Fr Frank Jones

Associate Pastor: Fr Epati Tamati

Parish Office: cnr Ernest and Kooralgin Sts, Manly, 4179
Postal Address: PO Box 5174 Manly Qld 4179
Parish Secretary: Collette Perkins Office hours: 9.00am to 2.30pm Mon, Wed, Fri
Manly Office Ph: 3131 2610 (Birkdale 3822-2139) Presbytery Ph: 3396 0742 email: manly@bne.catholic.net.au
Website:manlycatholicparish.org.au
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

Steve Pratt (Chairman), Joshua Walsh (Secretary), Bruce Corrie, Ray Devoy,
John Muller, Martin Muller, Paola Nunez, Maria Jones and Arnold Read.
This Parish is Child Safety Aware and also complies with Australian Privacy Laws. A copy of the Child Safety and Protection of
Vulnerable Adults policy is situated in the foyer of the church. Archdiocesan Safeguarding Officer for Manly is Collette Perkins.

Gospel Acclamation :

Entrance Anthiphon:

Isa 61:1

Alleluia, alleluia!

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice.

Indeed, the Lord is near.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.

First Reading:

Alleluia

Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11

Gospel:

I exult for joy in the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm:

There stands among you, unknown to you, the one
who is coming after me.

Lk 1:46-50, 53-54

My soul rejoices in my God.

The Prayers of the Faithful:

My soul glorifies the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour.
He looks on his servant in her nothingness;
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. R.

That all those in our government may always
administer justice, blind to the wealth and power of
those seeking their decisions.

The Almighty works marvels for me.
Holy his name!
His mercy is from age to age,
on those who fear him. R.

Lord hear us. Lord hear our prayer.

That the needs of the poor in our parish not be
overlooked as we purchase many Christmas gifts for
our family members and friends.

He fills the starving with good things,
sends the rich away empty.
He protects Israel, his servant,
remembering his mercy. R.

Second Reading: St Paul to the Thessalonians

John 1:6-8, 19-28

Lord hear us. Lord hear our prayer.

That we seek to be reconciled with anyone against
whom we may hold a grudge for something they have
done to harm us in any way.
5:16-24

May you all be kept blameless, spirit, soul and
body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
CONGRATULATIONS Fr Frank, the SJV Manly and the St
Jude parishioners would like to congratulate Leslee and Eric
O’Connell on reaching their 50 years of marriage. May God
grant them many more years of happiness. Unfortunately
due to illness they could not be at the 5 pm mass this
weekend to celebrate this very special occasion.
St Vincent de Paul Christmas Collection
This Saturday morning we will be delivering approximately
50 bumper hampers to those in real need in our local
community.
Thank you very much for the magnificent response from
both the Manly Parish and the school to our request for
assistance with the Vinnie's Christmas Collection.
The St John Vianney’s / St Jude’s communities have once
again shown an incredible and generous support for this
appeal.
Thanks to all for such a wonderful effort.

JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2018 ROSTERS
Copies have been emailed where possible. Hard
copies are available at the back the church.

Lord hear us. Lord hear our prayer.

For those who have died and passed into eternal life.
Lord hear us. Lord hear our prayer.

The Parish Communities of St John Vianney’s, St Jude’s and
St Mary MacKillop wish you, your family and friends a
Christmas season full of God’s Peace, Love and Joy and
invite you to join us in the celebration of the birth of Christ on:
23rd Dec - Saturday evening:

5pm Manly
6.15pm Birkdale

24th Dec - Sunday morning:

NO 7am at St Judes
8am Birkdale - Fr Epati
NO 9.30am mass at Manly

24th Dec - Xmas Eve:

5pm Manly - Fr Frank
7pm St Judes - Fr Epati
7.30pm Birkdale - Fr Frank
Midnight Carmelite Monastery Ormiston

25th Dec - Monday morning:

8am Birkdale - Fr Frank
9.30am Manly - Fr Frank

1st January - New Year:

9am Birkdale - Fr Epati
9am Manly - Fr Frank

Next Week’s Roster: 24th December 2017 Fourth Sunday of Advent Yr B 2 Sam 7:1-5,8-12; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38.
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Thank you for your contribution to our
Planned Giving



